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The Government of Somaliland welcomes the debate of the United Nations Security Council ort^- 
piracy off the coast of Somalia, and the January 2011 report of Jack Lang, Special Adviser to the 
Secretary-General on Legal Issues Related to Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (S/2011/1/20) 
which addresses counter-piracy measures. I would like to contribute to this discussion by 
setting out the position of the Somaliland Government. Somaliland is eager to continue to 
work with the international community to find a solution to the problem of piracy off the coast 
of Somalia, but we require more resources and increased political support in order to do so 
more effectively. 

The use of Somalia as a base for operations by pirates - the consequence of the breakdown of 
the central Government - has given the crisis in Somalia an international dimension that 
stretches far beyond its shores. Pirate attacks not only affect ship owners and insurance 
companies, they also drive up the cost of international trade and divert resources of many 
navies which must send ships to the Indian Ocean in order to deter attacks. The proceeds from 
piracy help to perpetuate instability in south central Somalia, and finally, pirate attacks affect 
seafarers, who face an increased risk of being held to ransom or suffering violence at the hands 
of pirate gangs. 

My Government recognizes these evils and is keen to bolster the role it plays in combating 
them. Already, through a comprehensive set of national laws and enforcement structures we 
prohibit pirate use of our territory to launch their attacks, and our waters are largely free from 
pirate attacks. Using the same legal avenues, we arrest and prosecute pirates when we catch 
them: there are currently nearly 90 pirates in gaol in Hargeisa. This is not however a prison 
specifically for pirates as some media sources have claimed. 

We also cooperate with regional and international organizations by participating in Working 
Group 2 of the International Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia and the Kampala 
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, ,„ok forward to continuing to engage on these and other issues. 

members. 

Please accept, Vour E*ce,lency, the assurances of m, highest consideration. 




Mohamed Omar 
Foreign Minister 
Republic of Somaliland 
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